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REPORT 
Of the Committee on Education, to whom was referr- 
ed so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to 
the improvement of the moral and intellectual con- 
dition of the citizens of the Commonwealth. Mr. 

Clarkson, chairman. Read in the House of Repre- 

sentatives, Feb. 15, 1833. 

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred 
so much of the governor’s message as relates to the 
improvement of the moral and intellectual condition of 
the citizens of the commonwealth, Rerorrt: 

That they accord with the sentiments expressed in 
that portion of the message referred to them, viz: that 
the dissemination of knowledge is necessary to the sta- 
bility of our republican institutions, and that the pre- 
sent pauper system of Pennsylvania is odious. They 
will briefly submit their reasons, and they hope to see 
their justness acknowledged by some immediate and 
efficient act, proclaiming to the people the importance 
of the truths announced in the message. The consti- 
tution directs that ** the legislature shall, as soon as con- 
veniently may be, provide by law for the establishment 
of schools throughout the state, in such manner that the 


poor may be taught gratis.”’ In this article, your com- | 


mittee recognise a benevolence worthy of the authors 


of that excellent instrument; but when they see the | 


miserable results of the legislation it has produced, they 
are tempted to question its wisdom. 

Your committee are very sensible of the invidious 
comparisons that are frequently made, for political 


purposes, between the rich and the poor, by thought- | 


less or desighing men, whose object is to excite odium 
against the former, without even conferring a benefit 
on the latter. They are too sensible of the indignation 
which such conduct ought to excite in every well regu- 
lated mind, to incur the suspicion of belonging to sich 
aclass. ‘They know too well that the most wealthy of 
their fellow citizens are men who, for the most part, 
have risen to fortune from humble origins by the unas- 
sisted efforts of their industry and enterprise, and that 
their success affords the strongest testimony in favor of 
free institutions. It would, indeed, be a lamentable 
result, if the successful application of that industry and 


enterprise, which it is the object of free institutions to | 


encourage, produced a feeling inimical to those institu- 
tions. ‘The distinction of rich and poor, however, ex- 
ists in obedience of an inevitable law of civilized society; 
but there is no case in which the distinction should be 


acknowledged by a wise republican legislature, except | 
when its humanity interposes to afford the necessaries | 
of life to those whom disease or misfortune has depriv- | 


ed of the means of sustaining nature. 
Entertaining these sentiments, your committee are 


obliged to say, that the article of the constitution re- | 


ferred to, and the course of legislation pursued under 
it, have produced effects impolitic and injurious, if not 
anti-republican. Republican institutions fhat are 
founded on a just equality of rights, will create in the 
citizen a correct self-esteem, a manly spirit, a proper 


sense of justice, and nécessarily a hatred of oppres- 


sion. A 
Your committee think that effects very different from 
these are produced by a system which distinguishes 
the poor from the rich, and which, whilst it professes to 
Vor. XI. 19 
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| confer a Benefit, inflicts a stigma. It selects the sus- 





ceptible period of youth, and by infusing a sense of in- 
feriority, represses the growth of those manly and gen- 
| erous feelings which cannot be too early and carefully 


| cultivated in those to whom, by the constitution of the 


republic, her highest offices are accessible. 
| Moreover, it is notorious that many parents are re- 
strained, by an honest pride and a dread of the re- 
proach, from accepting the offered benefit. 

Another evil has been produced by a too literal obe- 
}dience of the constitution, It is thought hy many, 
| that if a pauper system is maintained at the public ex- 
| pense, all that is enjoined or allowed by that instru- 
| ment is performed; and hence the lamentable heresy 
|into which some have fallen, that a general system of 
| education, by common sckools, is the unconstitutional 
_ application of one citizen’s property for the benefit of an- 
‘other. Your committee are convinced, that no power 
| in this commonwealth has a right to take the property 
| of a citizen unless for the benefit of the public, and that 
|Our institutions will be worthle3s when the right of 
| property cannot be maintained; but they believe that 
every tax is necessary whose object is to preserve those 
institutions, and such they consider a system of educa- 
cation by common schools. ‘The committee deny that 
any citizen hasa right to claim the education of his 
child at the public expense, but they assert that it is the 
_ duty of the people to furnish that education for the pre- 
servation of free institutions, It was an observation of 
our founder, William Penn, who deservedly ranks with 
the most distinguished legislators, **that which makes 
|a good constitution must keep it, viz: men of wisdom 
|and virtue, qualities that, because they descend not 
_with worldly inheritance, must be carefully propagated 
by a virtuous education of youth.” 

That the people are the source of all power, that the 
constitution and laws, and all the interests which exist 
under them, depend on their will, and that the public 
servants are selected for their benefit and are responsi- 
ble to them, are the familiar principles of our institu- 

tions. The permanent continuance of these depends 
entirely on the intelligence of the people. They are 
sincerely attached to free institutions; they mean to do 
right, and they will scarcely sanction measures whose 
| object or tendency is to destroy or iipair those free in- 
stitutions under which they have been, for half a centu- 
ry, the most prosperous people that ever existed, un- 
less they are ignorantly led into danger by men unwWor- 
thy of their confidence. 

Your committee hesitate not to say, that our popular 
institutions cannot last, unless the great miass of the 
| people are instructed in the principles of our free insti- 
tutions, and are enabled to obtain that information by 
which they may for themselves impartially judge their 
| public servants, knowing what is required of them. 
| The passing events of the present dav have impaired 





) the confidence of many staunch republicans in popular 


jinstitutions. ‘They have seen a whole state not only 
|throw off its allegiance to the Union, but enact a sys- 
tem of laws designed to oppress nearly one half of the 
| whole people of the state, and which, in their design, 
| are as tyratinical as any that have been inflieted on this 
(country by Great Britain, or as any that have been 
known in England since the days of Charles the First: 
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They have enacted a penal law which takes away the | It will be seen by these abstracts, that there are 9,600 
impartial trial by jury, or rather converts a trial into a | organized school districts in the state, and that 8,941 
mockery, and have thus satisfied the world that liberty of these districts have made their annual reports. 
and property, and the rights of man, may be trampled | The trustees are required to furnish a census of the 
on by those who profess to be republicans, To what | children over five and uader sixteen ycars of age, who 
cause are to be attributed these sad events, which have | reside in their respective districts on the last day of De- 
inflicted so much grief and created so much alarm | cember of each year; and also the number of children 
for free institutions? To the ignorance of the great mass | taught in each district school during the year ending on 
of the people, which has made them apt instruments in | that day. It will be seen by abstract B, that in the 
the hands of ambitious men. | districts from which reports have been received, there 

Your committee recur to these painful events, not | were, on the last day of December, 1831, five hundred 
because they derive any pleasure from their contempla- | and eight thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight 
tion, but because they furnish wholesome truths that | children, over five and under sixteen years of age; and 
will convince every man how important education is, | that four hundred and ninety-four thousand nine hun- 
and how strong an obligation rests on the friends of free | dred and fifty-nine scholars were taught in the same 
institutions, to train the youth of the country in such a | districts during the year; and that eight thousand nine 
manner that they may learn their duties as members of | hundred and forty-one district schools have been kept 








society, as well as their rights. | open for the receptio: of pupils, an average period of 
The insecurity of liberty and property in South Caro- | eight out of twelve months. 
lina, may satisfy the economist who estimates all politic; There are six counties in the state, viz: Cayuga, 


cal questions in dollars and cents, that education, to | Genesee, Jefferson, Oneida, Onondaga, and Otsego, in 
enlighten the peopleand maintain the laws, is a cheaper | each of which more than fifteen thousand scholars are 
commodity than no education and nullification. | annually instructed. And there are twenty four coun- 
Your committee will proceed to submit the result of | ties, including those before enumerated, in each of 
their inquiries. In order to settle some rational plan | which more than ten thousand are returned as having 
for the people of this commonwealth, they have exam-| been taught in the district schools, during the year 
ined with some attention the systems of other states, | ending on the last of October, 1831. 
especially those of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and; There are twenty-two counties, in each of which 
New York. | more than 200 district schools are organized; several 
The means of paying the teachers of the public | of these have 250 schools in’ operation, and Otsego 
schools, are drawn from a fund, in Connecticut, which | has 313, Genesee 328, and Oneida 350 organized schoo} 
now amounts to about $2,000,000. In Massachusetts | districts. The latter county has a population of seven- 
they are derived from taxation, and in New York from | ty-one thousand souls, end reports more than twenty 
a fund and taxation combined. There is no doubt that | thousand children over five and under sixteen years of 
the plan adopted by New York is the wisest, and has | age. 
produced the most satisfactory result. It is generally; There are one hundred and twelve towns, in each of 
admitted, that her immense fund has been an injury to | which more than one thousand children are annually 
Connecticut, rather than a benefit. instructed; several towns report more than fifteen hun- 
There is no difficulty in discovering the cause. When | dred, and a few large towns have more than two thou- 
the means are derived from a fund, which has not been | sand scholars on the rolls of the public schools. 
directly taken from the pockets ofthe people,they donot | There are eighty-one towns, in which twenty or more 
feel that interest in its proper application which a direct | school districts are organized in each; several of these 
and annual tax excites—hence the danger that they will | have more than twenty-five, and a few towns report 
become negligent or indifferentrespectinga proper ap- | more than thirty districts organized according to law. 
plication. When the means are derived from taxation| The average number of districts organized, includ- 
alone, itis to be feared that the people will not consent to | ing all the towns of the state (773) is nearly 124 for 
contribute as freely as the success of aliberalsystem may | each town. The average number of scholars instruct- 
require. In New York, however, they have devised a} ed in the districts from which returns have been re- 
scheme that avoids the objections urged against the | ceived, (8,941) is a fraction more than 55 scholars for 
others. Like Connecticut, she possesses a large school | each school. All the estimates in this report relating 
fund, the revenue arising from which is distributed | to the number of children taught, have reference to 
amongst the several towns, on the condition that each , the whole number of scholars on the rolls of the dis- 
shall raise by taxation a sum equal to that which it re- | trict schools for the year; and it is not to be understood 
ceives out of the state treasury. Here is an adequate | that each individual of the 494,959 scholars reported as 
incentive; and we shall presently see what have been | having been taught, has had eight months of instruc- 
its effects. The bounty of the state induces the people | tion during the year, but that this is the aggregate 
to tax themselves; and that done, they are as wary re- | number of scholars on the rolls of the schools, receiv- 
specting the application of the state fund, as their own. | ing more or less instruction, and that eight thousand 
The first appropriation of the revenue of the school | nine hundred and forty-one schools have been kept 
fund was made in 1816, and your committee beg leave | open for the reception of pupils an average period of 
to refer to the report of the present year, of the secre- | eight out of the twelve months. 
tary of that commonwealth, who is the superintendent | In 1816, the number of organized districts was 2,755, 
of the public schools, to show what has been the pro- and the children returned as taught in the common 
gress of education since then.—They have also annex- ; schools was 140,106. The increase in sixteen years, 
ed a table taken from the same report, which exhibits | of the districts which have adopted the school system, 
ata glance and in figures, results that cannot fail to | has been 6,845, and the increase in the number of chil- 


awaken public attention at home. | dren taught in the same time, 354,853. The paper 
From the New York Report. | marked C, is a comparative view of the annual returns, 
1. Asto the condition of the Common Schools. and shows the progress of the common school system 


There are fifty-five organized counties, and eight | from 1816 to the present time. 


hundred and eleven towns and wards in the state. Re-| 2, Estimates and Expenditures of the School Moneys. 
turns have been received from the clerks of all the | The reports from the commissioners of the several 
counties, containing copies of the reports of the com- | towns,show that the school moneys received by them and 
missioners of common schools from every town and | paid to the trustees of the several districts, in April, 
ward in the state. Abtracts of the reports from the | 1832, on the district reports of the previous January, 
several towns and counties are appended to this report, | amount to $305,582 78 cents. Of this sum, $100,000 
and marked A and B. ‘was paid from the state treasury, $188,384 53 cents 
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was raised by a tax upon the property of the inhabi- | to without sufficient reflection, and that the usual con- 
tants of the several towns and cities in the state, and | sequence has followed—a waste of the public money. 
$17,198 25 cents was derived from local funds possess-| During the present session, there has been referred 
ed by some of the towns, to them a petition from Allegheny college, in Crawford 
The amount paid for teachers’ wages in the several | county, asking for relief, which states that a charter 
districts of the state, over and above the public money | was obtained in 1817, and a college established at Mead- 
apportioned by the commissioners, as may be seen by | ville. There is at this time a college edifice, a valua- 
abstract B, is $358,320 17 cents. This sum, added to! ble library, and philosophical apparatus, all of which 
the public money, gives a total of $663,902 95 cents | have cost about $30,000, a considerable part contribu- 
naid for teachers’ wages; except about 60,000 in the | ted by the state, but neither professor or student; and 
city of New York, which is raised by a special tax, and | they now require an additional aid of $3,000 to save 
applied to the erection,of school houses. ‘their property from legal process. Your committee 
The productive capital of the school fund has been | have felt it their duty, whilst engaged on the general 
increased during the year ending 30th September, | subject, to point out those errors that they think wor- 
1832, $31,015 88 cents, from the sale of school fund | thy of notice. They do not wish it to be understood 
lands and other sources. Included in this increase, is | that they are opposed to granting aid to such institu- 
@ sum of about sixteen thousand dollars, for the sale of | tions; on the contrary, they think their encourage- 
a part of the arsenal lot in the city of Albany. | ment of great importance to the cause of sound learn- 


Se LT 





The productive capital of the fund now amounts to | 
$1,735,175 28 cents. ‘The revenue actually received | 
on account of this fund for the year ending Sept. 30, 
is $93,755 31 cents, 

{Here follows a table, which we haye already in- 
serted on p. 51 of the present volume. ] 

Such a scheme for the education of youth, so mag- | 
aificent in its design and so adequate in its conduct, | 
deserves the early attention of Pennsylvania. It is not | 
the intention of the committee to enumerate the de- | 
tails of the New York system; it would require a large | 
volume, They beg leave, however, to refer to her re- 
vised statutes respecting common schools, and to the 

various repérts which have been, from time to time, | 
made to her legislature on this interesting topic. 1n | 
these may be found valuable information, and they | 
‘may be usefully consulted by those who desire to see | 
so excellent an example imitated. Your committee 
<annot turn from the gratifying spectacle they have 
been contemplating, to their native state, without a 
sense of shame. Her wealth, and attachment to those 
énstitutions which depend on the virtue and knowledge 
of the people, ought long since to have opened to her 
citizens the same sources of moral and intellectual im- | 


} 


provement, which have been so wisely and usefully de- | 
veloped in New York. 

It is to be hoped that the example will be continually | 
held before her eyes, until she is persuaded to imitate it. 

The only system of general education at the public | 
expense, established in Pennsylvania, is what your 
committee has and will continue to call the pauper sys- 
tem. They value education, however limited or how- | 
ever humiliating the terms on which it may be obtain- | 
ed, too highly to assert that no benefits have been con- 
ferred by this system. Unquestionably, many children, 
who otherwise might have been wholly without the | 


benefits of a school, have derived, through its assistance, | 
the rudiments of an English education. But they be- | 

lieve these humiliating terms have often been accepted 
by the parent with bitterness, for the sake of his child; 
and with that belief, they cannet too often protest 
against its anti-republican tendency, and urge the atten- 
tion of the people to its true character and degrading 
effects. 

It is true that the state has frequently and liberally 
contributed in aid of academies and colleges for the 
higher branches of learning, but it is lamentable to 
think that many of those institutions are either dead or | 


expiring, for the want of that sustenance which can 
only be afforded by a population whose ambition to at- | 
tain the higher walks of learning, has been excited by | 
an early conviction of the value of knowledge. 
Within the last forty-five years, about 70,000 acres | 
of land, and nearly $300,000, have been granted to 
various academies and colleges; a fund which, if pro- | 
perly applied, would have conferred the blessings of | 
education on a very large portion of the community. 
Your committee are convinced by their investigations, 
that these applications for aid have often been listened 


ing. They would only recommend a careful exami- 
nation of claimants, and require trom them something 
like an efficient appropriation of the public funds. 


Independent of the public, much has been done by 
the benevolence of individuals in the support afforded 


| to Sunday, Infant, and other schools; but these, howey- 


er deserving-of public notice and commendation, are 
wholly inadequate to the wants of the people and the 
duties of the government. 


It is difficult to ascertain, with accuracy, the effects 
produced by the indifference heretofore exhibited by a 
large portion of our fellow citizens on this interesting 
subject, or to decide with certainty what portion of the 
children of this commonwealth are without the oppor- 
tunities of acquiring the mere rudiments of the most 
common education. Some years ago, the Pennsylva- 
nia Society for the Promotion of Public Schools, ad- 
dressed a circular to intelligent gentlemen in different 
parts of the state, with a view to obtain information. 
Oue subject of inquiry, was the number of children ed- 
ucated throughout the commonwealth, and the result 
of their inquiry is expressed in the following sentence: 
that “out of four hundred thousand children in this 


| state between the ages of five and fifteen, more than 
| two hundred and fifty thousand capable of receiving 


instruction, were not within a school during the last 
year.”? Such a statement is sufficient to excite alarm, 


/and demands from the Legislature of this common. 


wealth some effort to disprove the statement, or remedy 
the dreadful evil it discloses. Within the three years 
that have elapsed since this intelligence was communi- 
cated, little has been done; and if it was then true 
(and your committee doubt not that it was,) it is no 
more than true to-day. 


The act of April, 1831, has laid the foundation of a 


' school fund, and has pledged the faith of the state to 


appropriate its revenue when it shall amount to 
$100,000 per annum. By this act,the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, the Auditor General, and Secretary of 
the Land Office, are created commissioners of the com- 
mon school fund, with power to receive and manage 
such gifts, grants and donations, as may be made to it 
by private individuals. The act also sets apart all mo- 
nies due to the commonwealth by the holders of unpa- 
tented lands, or secured to her by mortgage or lien on 
land for the purchase money of the same; also all mo- 
nies paid to the State Treasurer on any application 
hereafter entered, or any warrant hereafter issued, or 
any patent hereafter granted for land; also all fees re- 
ceived in the Land Office, as well as all monies receiy- 
ed under the act of March, 1831, to increase the county 
rates and levies for the use of the commonwealth. The 
act provides that these monies shall be held by the 
commonwealth for the use of the common school fund, 
at the rate of five per cent. per annum; the interest as 
it becomes due, is to be added to the principal, and the 
whole isto accumulate until it amounts to $100,000 
per annum, when it is to be distributed for the support 
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efcommon schools. The amount of this.fund, on the 
15th January last, was $237,177 16. 

Your committee report herewith, a bill to provide for 
the establishment of a system of general education by 
common schools. ‘They do not recommend it as per- 
fect—no doubt it is very defective. It is no easy task 
to frame a scheme which can recommend itself, where 
so much apathy has been so long displayed. They how- 
ever venture to ask for it a careful examination—some 
beginning must be made, if we expect to maintain our 
proper rank in the scale of the states. 

They will briefiy state the outline of their plan: 

1. The city of Philadelphia, and each county in the 
state, is to be a school division, and it depends on the 
electors of each to accept or reject the act. The wards 
and election districts are to be school districts. If the 
city, or any county, rejects the bill at the first general 
election, the question on its acceptance is to be repeated 
at the second, and so on until it is accepted. 

2. School commissioners are to be elected by the 
people for each school district, one-third of which are 
to serve one year, one-third two years, and the remain- 
ing third three years. ‘heir duties will be to fix on 
the number of Schools, admit scholars, appoint teach- 
ers, and have the general superintendence over their re 
spective districts. 

3. The school tax to be assessed on each school divi- 
sion by a joint meeting, composed of the county com- 
missioners, and a delegate from each board of school 
commissioners in the division. It is to be produced by 
an additional poll tax not exceeding two dollars; and if 
that is insufficient, by an increase on the taxable pro- 
perty in the county. 

' 4, The school inspectors are to be citizens of good 
education, appointed by the courts to visit the schools, 
and make a reportto the Secretary of the Common- 
mealth, who is made the superintendent of the public 
schools; their report is also to be published in the news- 
paper of the school division. ‘These inspectors have no 
power or patronage whatever, and the design of their 
appointment will be to enable the people to jearn, from 
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perform those services, ought to confer on him. The 
men who are entrusted to form the minds of the youth 
of this country, and to direct their expanding energies, 
should be classed as a profession of the highest order. 
Their labours are great, their services are valuable,and 
therefore their reward should be so liberal as to attract 
the best talents. It is a melancholy truth, that in most 
parts of this country, even in New England, the occu- 
pation of a school-master yields less profit than that de- 
rived from the humblest mechanical labour. In many 
places, the schools are taught by those who accept ten 
or twelve dollars per month for their services. Can 
any rational man think that the talents and acquirements 
that ought tobe imparted, can be obtained for such wages? 

If a system of education is to,be established, let the 
scale of expenditure be liberal; let it form an important 
department of the government; let every man connect- 
ed with its administration, from the head of the depart- 
ment to the humblest teacher, be considered as a high- 
ly valuable public servant, and as such enjoy a li- 
beral reward. Let this be done, and though the pub- 
lic schools will yield no revenue, they will annually 
contribute to the public something more valuable—a bo- 
dy of virtuous and enlightened citizens. 





Anact to establish a General System of Education by 
Common Schools. 

Sect. 1. Be it further enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, and it is here- 
by enacted by the authority of the same, That the 
city of Philadelphia, the county of Philadelphia, and 
the several other counties in this commonwealth, shall 
each form a school division; and the several wards and 
election districts within the several school divisions, 
shall each form a school district, each of which shall 
contain one or more common schools for the education 
of every child within the limits thereof, who shall ap- 
ply by his or her parent or guardian for admission and 


| instruction. 


Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 


the examinations of capable and disinterested men, the | aforesaid, That at the first general election in this com- 


manner in which their schools are conducted. 


monwealth, after the passage of this act, the votes of 


5. The superintendent of the schools is to report/the citizens, qualified voters thereof, shall be taken on 


annually to the Legislature, the condition of the public 
schools, together with such matters as he may deem it 
expedient to call their attention. 

6. A provision is made for the future distribution of 





the acceptance of this act, in the following manner: the 
sheriff of the city and county of Philadelphia shall give 
notice, at the same time and in the same manner as he 
shall give notice of the said general election, that a 


the revenue arising from the school fund, amongst the | ballot will be taken at the said election, in the said city 
several school divisions, on the principle, that those | and county respectively, on the acceptance of this act, 
which have instructed the largest number of scholars | and that the form of the vote in the affirmative will be. 
during the year, shall be entitled to the largest propor- | School, and in the negative No school; and a similar duty 
tions; the same principle is adopted in the distribution | shall in like manner be performed by the sheriffs of the 
of the division share amongst the districts therein. several other counties respectively. And if it shall ap- 

7. The schools in each division are to adopt the same | pear that a majority of the votes given at the said elec- 
course of study, which is to be devised by a majority of | tion, in the city or any county, are in favour of atcept- 
the teachers and approved by the joint meeting thereof | ing this act, then the same shall extend tothe said city or 
Many advantages will rise therefrom, but especially | county in which such a majority of votes shall be given, 
this: that if a childis removed from one part of the | but not otherwise; but if the said act shall be rejected 
school division to another, he will be able to join, in his | by the said city or any county, the question of accept- 
new school, the same class he belonged to in the old. | ance shall be renewed in a similar manner, in such city 
Some other provisions are embraced, which it is unne- | or county, at each succeeding general election, until it 
cessary to enumerate. sha]i be accepted in manner aforesaid. 

Your committee hope that the provision, whichis in-| Sect.3,. And be it further enacted by the authority 
tended to distribute the income of the school fund, will | aforesaid, That whenever this act shall be accepted by 
not long remain a dead letter, if the bill is adopted. If) the said city or any county, it shall be the duty of the 
the principle of distributing the proceeds of the public; sheriff thereof, to issue his proclametion, within twenty 
lands, which has been lately approved in the House, is| days after such acceptance, for an election to choose 
adopted by Congress, Pennsylvania will soon receive a| six citizens of each school district, to serve as school 
revenue large enough to make her school fund availa- | commissioners of said district, to be held on a day to be 
ble. There is another topic to which your committee} named in said proclamation,not exceeding three months 
must ask your attention, before they consider their duty | from the day of the general election at which this act 
even imperfectly performed: itregards the teachers to| may be accepted, to be conducted at the same place or 
be employed in the common schools, and their compen-| places, and by the same judges and inspectors of the 
sation. In this country, the school-master, as he is| said general election. 
termed, does not enjoy that consideration which the; Sect. 4. And be further enacted by the authority 
services required of him, and the talants necessary to | aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the said commis- 
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sioners, within ten days after the first election, to meet 
in their respective school districts, when each board 
shall choose, out of their own body, a president and 
secretary, and a delegate to the joint meeting; and it 
shall be the duty of each board, at the same meeting, to 
divide themselves into three classes, the first of which 
shall serve until the next general election, the second 
until the second general election, and the third until 
the third general election following, so that one-third of 
each board may be chosen at each general election; and 
if any vacancy shall occur by death or otherwise, it 
shall be the duty of the board, in which such vacancy 
may occur, to supply the same by the choice of a com- 
petent citizen of the district, who shall serve as a school } 
commissioner until the next general election. 

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority | 


Sect. 9, And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That annually on the first Monday in January, 
the District Court of the city and county of Philade}- 
phia, shall appoint two citizens of each school district 
in the school division composed of the city of Philade}- 
phia, who shall be men of good education, to be inspec- 
tors of the public schools within their respective school 
districts; and a similar duty shall at the same time be 
performed by the several courts of Common Pleas in 
this commonwealth, for the school division or divisions 
within their jurisdiction respectively. 

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the school inspec- 
tors, to visit every school in their respective districts at 
least once in every three months, to inquire into the 
moral character, learning, and ability, of the several 


ee ee 


aforesaid, That within thirty days after the first elec- | teachers employed therein; to examine into the state 
tion of school commissioners, and annually thereafter | and condition of such schools, both as respeets the 
on the first Monday in December, there shall be held, | progress of the scholars in learning and the good order 
in each division, a joint meeting of the county commis- | of the schools; to give their advice to the school com- 
sioners, and one delegate from each board of school misioners as to the government thereof; to make an 
commissioners within said division, in which the appro- | annual report to the superintendent of the public schools, 

riation for expenditure in each district shall be author- | on or before the first Monday in November, of the situa- 
ized by a majority of the joint meeting, and in all cases | tion of the schools in their respective districts, founded 
the proportions for the several districts shall be equal; ; on their own observation, and the report of the respec- 
the basis being the number of taxable inhabitants in | tive school commissioners, to include the characters of 
each district. It shall be the duty of the sheriff ofeach | the teachers, the number of scholars admitted during 
county, to fix the day on which the first meeting of the | the year in the several schools under their inspection, 
said joint meeting shall he held, and give notice there- | the number engaged in each separate study, the num- 
of tu the several county commissioners and delegates of | ber of months in the year during which each school 
the division or divisions within his jurisdiction. Each } shall have been kept open, the cost of school houses, 
member of the joint meeting shall be entitled to re- | either for building, renting, or repairing, and all other 
ceive one dollar per day for each day’s attendance in | costs that may have been incurred in maintaining the 
said meeting, to be paid out of the county treasury. / several schools in their respective districts; and also 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority | shall cause the same to be published in all the news- 
aforesaid, That the appropriations made for the com- | papers published in their school division, at the expense 
mon schools, by the joint meeting, shall be considered | of the respective city or county. 

art of the authorized estimates ime expenditures, | Sect. 11. And be it further enacted by the authority 
and shall be levied and collected in the usual manner, | aforesaid, that the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in 
under the name of School tax: Provided, that no addi- | addition to the duties he is now obliged to perform, 
tional tax shall be levied on any property now or here- | shall be the superintendent of all the public schools 
after to be made taxable for ordinary county expendi- | throughout the commonwealth, to be established under 
tures, until a poll tax, not exceeding two dollars, shall | the provisions of this act, whose duty it shall be to pre- 
be levied on every taxable inhabitant within any school | pare and submit an annual report to the Legislature, 


division: And provided also, that to constitute a joint | containing a statement of the condition of the public 
meeting, at least one of the county commissioners and | 


Ing’ | schools of the commonwealth,estimates and accounts of 
a majority of the delegates of the school districts in each | expenditures of the proceeds of the school fund, plans 
division shall be required. 


| forthe improvement and management of the said fund, 
Sect. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority | 


| and for the better organization of the common schools, 
aforesaid, That is shall be the duty of the several boards | and all such matters relating to the office of superinten- 
of school commissioners, to determine the number of | dent and to the common schools, as he may deem it ex- 
schools to be opened in their respective districts, to | pedient to communicate. 
cause suitable buildings to be erected, or buildings or| Sect. 12. And he it further enacted by the authority 
rooms to be hired for schools, to appoint capable teach- | aforesaid, That as soon as conveniently may be, after 
ers at liberal salaries, to admit scholars, to have the ge- | their appointment, the teachers of the several districts 
neral superintendence of the school or schools of their | 


iperinter shall meet in their respective school divisions, and 
respective districts, to pay the necessary expenses in- | 


curred thereby, by orders drawn on their treasurer, | 
signed by the president and countersigned by the secre- | 
tary of the respective boards. Provided, thatno school | 
commissioner shall receive any emolument whatever for | 
his services, but shall be exempt, during the perform- | 
ance of the duties of-said office, from military duty. 


adopt an uniform course of study to be pursued in eve- 


_ry schoolin the division. Provided, that no course 


shall be adopted which is not approved first by a ma- 
jority of said teachers,and afterwards by the joint meet- 
ing. 

Sect. 13. And be it further enacted by the authority 


'aforesaid, That when the school fund shall amount to 


Sect. 8. And be it further enacted by the authority | 
aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of each board of | 
school commissioners, by two or more of their number, | 
to visit every school within their school district, at least | 
once in every month, and cause the result of said visit to | 
be entered in the minutes of the board; and it shall be | 
their further duty to make an annual and full report to | three weeks, of the sum then inthe fund for distribution, 
the inspectors of their district, on or before the first of | 


‘ _of the number of schools in each school division, and 
October, of the situation of each school in their district, | the number of persons instructed in the common 
the number ofscholars, the rank of studies attained, the | schools of each division, and the share of the money re- 


number of months in the year the schools shall have | maining in the school fund that each division is entitled 
been opened, the expenses attending each school, to- | to; and such distribution shall be made as near as may 
nat with such information as may be beneficial in | be, ina pro rata proportion: those divisions having the 
orming a just estimate of the value of such schools. | greatest number instructed during the preceding year, 


one hundred thousand dollars per annum, the same 
shall be distributed amongst the several divisions creat- 
ed by the adoption of this act, in manner following: 
The stfperintendent of common schools shall give no- 
tice, in at least one public newspaper in every school 
division within this commonwealth, for the space of 
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to receive the largest share—and that as soon as practi- 
cable thereafter, the commissioners of said school fund 
shall cause the distributive share of each division to be 
paid to the treasurer thereof, which share shall be ap- | 
portioned amongst the respective districts of the several | 
divisions, by the joint meeting thereof, according to 
the said principle of distribution prescribed for the su- 
perintendent. Provided, that the necessary expenses | 
of advertising and distributing said money amongst the | 
treasurers of the several divisions, shall be defrayed out | 
of the school fund, and provided, that no school dis- 
trict shall be entitled toa distributive share, unless the | 
report directed to be made by this act, shall have been | 
made for the preceding year, by the inspector thereof. | 
Sect. 14. And he it further enacted by the authority | 
aforesaid, ‘That the county commissioners of each coun- | 
ty in the Commonwealth, shall have power to take and | 
hold in fee Simple, or otherwise, any estate, real or | 
personal,which shall be given by any person or persons, | 
or bodies corporate, for the use of any school division 
or district within the said county. 

Sect. 15. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the treasurer of 
each county, for the time being, to receive all the mo- 
nies, from whatever sources they may arise or become 
due, that are to be applied to the support of any school 
or schools created under the provisions of this act, with- 
in said county; and he shall keep a just and true ac- 
count of all his receipts and payments, which the audi- 
tors of the county shall audit, settle and adjust, in like 
manner as they shall audit, settle, and adjust his ac- 
counts as county treasurer; and it shall be his duty to 
transmit to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, on or 


before the first Monday of December in every year, an | 


j 
‘ 





} 
' 








account of all the monies received during the year for 
the use ofany school or schools of any division or district | 
of his county, designating in said report from what | 
sources said monies have been derived,and to what uses | 
they have been applied; and such account shall be 
sworn or affirmed to by him, in the Court of Common 
Pleas of the said county. 7 

Sect. 16. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That «very board of school commissioners 
shall draw their order on the treasurer, for the expen- 
ses incurred by them, to the order of the person or per- 
sons to whom the amount may be due, and shall plainly 
designate the service or services on account of which 
the said order is drawn. 

Sect. 17. And be it further enacted by the authority | 
aforesaid, That so much of any act of the General As- | 
sembly as is hereby altered or amended, is hereby re- | 
pealed. | 


| 
| 


| 


PHILADELPHIA FIRE COMPANIES. 
The firemen of Philadelphia are not surpassed, per- | 
haps not equalled, by those of_any other city in the | 
world, for activity, enterprise, intrepidity, skill and the 
successful application of their appparatus, to the 
extinguishment of fires. ‘Thisis high praise. It is the 
more to their credit, because in our city, the service | 
they perform is entirely voluntary, and meets with no | 
remuneration but the consciousness of having perform- 
ed their duty as citizens. | 
In other places, exemption from military duty, from | 
serving on juries, and other important privileges and | 
immunities are held out to those engaged in the fire | 
department, and their engines and apparatus are gene- 
rally provided and maintained at public expense. In 
Philadelphia the first cost of engines and hose is de- 
frayed by private subscription, and in a great degree 
by the same individuals who gratuitously serve as mem- 
bers of the companies. These companies also pay their 
own expenses, except so far as appropriations from the 
City Councils and corporations annually made, may 
be sufficient for the object. ; 
Taking these circumstances into consideration, the 





PHILADELPHIA FIRE COMPANIES. 
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following list of the Fire Companies of Philadelphia, 
and of their engine, hose, and other apparatus, cannot 
but prove interesting, nor will it fail to be regarded as 
high evidence of the liberality, disinterestedness, and 
public spirit which distinguish the firemen in our city. 


| —Com. Herald. 


ENGINE COMPANIES. 


Diam, of Chamber. No. ft. of Hose. 
84 200 





America, 
Assistance, 94 200 
Columbia, 8 Hose Tender, 475 
Delaware, 84 do. do, 200 
Diligent, 9% do, do. 600 
Fair Mount, 8 500 
Franklin, 734 do, do. 400 
Friendship, 7 350 
Globe, 74 
Good Intent, 74 
Good Will, ; 8 do. do. 500 
Hand-in-Hand, 74 100 
Harmony, 7 do, do. 600 
Hibernia, 74 do, do, 300 
Hope, 74 100 
Humane, 74 500 
Kensington, 8 
N. Liberties, No, 1, 9 500 
Pennsylvania, ~ 94 do. do. 1100 
Philadelphia, 8 Hydraulion, 1000 
Phenix, 7 Hydraulion, 1000 
Point Pleasant, 7 
Reliance, 83 100 
Southwark, 9 Hose Tender, 800 
United States, 8 do, do. 600 
Vigilant, 84 do, do. 500 
Washington. 8 do, do, 400 
Weccacoe, 74 do. do, 400 
28 Engines. 11,425 
HOSE COMPANIES. 
America, . . - - 1070 
Columbia, : : - - 1000 
| Fame, - me - - 1050 
| Diligent, - - . - 1000 
Good intent, - . - - 1050 
Hope, - : : - _ 1500 
Humane, ° - . 1000 
Independence, - - - - 800 
Lafayette, - - - 800 
Neptune, - - - - 1200 
Niagara, - - - 1400 
Northern Liberties, . “ - 1000 
Pennsylvania, - on - 600 
Perseverance, - ° ° - 1000 
Philadelphia, - - - 1200 
Robert Morris, ° - - - 1000 
Resolution, - - - 1000 
Southwark, - - - - 1400 
United States, - - - 1000 
Washington, - : - - 1000 
William Penn, - - - 800 
21 Hose Companies, 21,870 
Belonging to Engine Companies, 11,425 





Total, 33,295 


In 1818 a number of Companies joined together un- 
der the name of the ‘Fire Association of Phitadel- 
phia,” for the purpose of insuring against loss by fire. 
They commenced without funds, but such was their 
credit, that ten risks were offered and taken the first 
year. In 1819, the risks taken were 17. In March, 
1820, a charter of incorporation was obtained, The 
risks taken in each year since, are as follows: 











1833. ] PROCEEDINGS 
In 1820 29 |In 1827 473 
1821 53 1828 439 
1822 77 | 1829 501 | 
1823 321 | 1830 481 
1824 252 1831 502 
1825 545 1852 583 
1826 338 
Total risks taken, 4387 


The total amount of losses paid since the organiza- 
tion of the Association, is only $5,888 15. 





From:the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


Thursday, Feb, 14, 1833. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—The following letter from 
the Mayor ofthe city was received, with the two annex- 
ed communications. The first of which was referred to 


the committee of Ways and Means, and the second to 
the Mayor with power to act. 


To the President and Members of the Select Council. 


Gentlemen—I have the pleasure to say,that the plate 
voted to the Physicians in chief of the different Cholera 
Hospitals by the late Council, is now finished,and in my 
possession. 

I have also the honor to enclose two communications 
from the Honorable Jesse Hunt, Mayor of the city of 
Baltimore. All of which is respectfully submitted by 
yours, most respectfully, 


JN. SWIFT, Mayor. 
Feb, 14th, 1835. 


Mayor’s Office, ¢ 
Battimory, Feb. 4th, 1833. 
To the Honorable John Swift, Mayor of the city of 
Philadetphia. 

Lhave the honor herewith to transmit a copy of a re- 
solution adopted by the City Council of Baltimore, on 
the 31st of January, 1833. 

** Resolved, by both branches of the City Council, 
‘That the Mayor be requested to correspond with the 
Mayor of New York and Philadelphia, and to propose 
to them, that the Corporations of Baltimore, New York 
and Philadelphia, should unite in a memorial to Con- 
gress, praying to be relieved by law from the burthens 
and inconveniencies to whch they are subjected, by 
the frequent importation of thousands of Paupers, from 
foreign countries.” 

The above resolution was adopted in consequence of 
doubts existing respecting the authority of the State 
Legislature to correct the evil complained of. 

‘The expenses of our city (and no doubt of yours also) 
have been very materially increased for several years 
past, by the introduction of foreign Paupers. The 
Health Officer, whose duty it is to visit foreign vessels 
arriving at this port with passengers, reiterates in his 
annual reports for the last four years, the statement, 
that a large number of inmates of Alm Houses in Eu- 
rope, in the most deplorable condition, continued to be 
sent (as many of them stated) to this country at the ex- 
pense of European Parishes. 

Our beloved country [ trust will long continue to 


furnish a peaceful and quiet home to the people of eve- | 


ry nation, and especially to the ‘‘ oppressed and dis- 


tressed” of all who may be willing to use reasonable | 
exertions for their maintenance and support, and should | 


such be visited with misfortune or poverty, they will 
ever find the same kind assistance as if they were native 


born citizens, and certainly in such cases no difference | 


would or ought to ever exist; but whilst all this is in 
just accordance with our republican institutions, and 
the benevolent feelings which characterize our citizens, 
only one opinion can exist respecting the injustice of 
European Parishes infesting our cities with Paupers 
from their Alms Houses, 
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| Permit me to invite your serious consideration to this 
| subject, and respectfully to request as early an answer 





| relative to the object of the above resolution of our 
| Council, as the nature of the subject will admit of. 
Very respectfully, yours, &c. &e. 
| JESSE HUNT, Mayor. 
Mayor’s —t 

} BaLtTimore, Jan. 26, 1833. 

To the Honourable John Swift, Mayor of the city of 

Philadelphia, 

I have the pleasure herewith to transmit the annexed 
resolution, passed by the City Council of Baltimore; and 
if the proposition meets your approval, I shall be hap- 
py to forward to you full copies of our City Ordinances, 
and to receive full copies of the ordinances of your city 
in exchange. 

Yours, with respect, &c. &c. 
JESSE HUNT, Mayor. 

‘** Resolved, by the Mayor and City Councils of Balti- 
more, That the Mayor be, and he is hereby requested 
to procure as soon as practicable from the authorities of 
the cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and such 
other cities as he may deem expedient, full copies of 
their respective City Ordinances, in exchange for those 

| of Baltimore. 
JNO. J. RONALDSON, 
President of the First Branch. 
PHIL. MOORE, 
President of the Second Branch. 
Approved, Jan, 23d, 1833. 
JESSE HUNT, Mayor.” 


A communication was received from the commission- 

ers of the Girard Estate, (relative tea letter from Judge 

| Bry) which was referred to the committee on Girard 
Lands out ofthe county of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Groves presented the annexed petition from Mr. 


Wm. Swaim, which was referred to the committee on 
| Rittenhouse Square. 





To the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia, 


The petition of William Swaim, respectfully sheweth: 
| That being proprietor in fee of a square of ground 
| containing three hundred and seventy-two feet front on 
| Rittenhouse Square, by two hundred and fifty feet in 
; depth, viz: From Locust to Walnut street, and from 
\the Square to Schuylkill Third street—he has deter- 
| mined to give a suitable portion thereof vested in Trus- 
| tees, for the purpose of building thereon, a place of 
| Public Worship, to include a Sunday School, and an 
lInfant School. To facilitate access thereto, petitioner 
| prays Councils to open the Square by a street leading 
|into Walnut street, in the same manner as established 
on the west side of the Washington Square, and all oth- 
|er squares in the city. Petitioner begs leave to ob- 
| serve that this ground is in the midst of a numerous and 
| rapidly increasing population, that there is no place of 
| Public Worship in the whole District, from Market to 
South street, west of Broad street. Petitioner there- 
fore anticipates great benefit to the rising generation, 
|from such an institution, fostered by the community, 

of which assurance is given and ardently relied on. 
Very respectfully, 








WM. SWAIM. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 14, 1833. 
| The annexed communication was received and 
ireferred to the committee on the Washington Monu- 
| ment. 
| Puitapgecruta, Feb, 13, 1833. 
‘o the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia. 
Gentlemen—The committee appointed by the Wash- 
‘ington Monumént delegation of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, to confer with your honorable bodies, beg 
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leave to state, that if they understand the history of past 
legislation of Councils on the subject of the monu- 
ment—a resolution was passed appropriating Washing- 
ton Square as the location for the same, when a suffi- 
cient amount of funds shall have been raised to com- 
plete the same.* 

The committee are of opinion, that until a com- 
mencement is made, the contributions of the public 
will not be made with that facility and cheerfulness, 
which they have reason to believe would be the case,were 
a commencement made by laying the corner stone, the | 
new ceremony so performed would give an impulse | 
and stimulus to the public feeling, and the completion | 
would then be insured. With this view they respect- | 
fully solicit Councils to grant the privilege of laying the } 
corner stone on the 22d inst: 

Respectfully your ob’t servt’s, 
JOHN THOMPSON, Chairman. 
On behalf of the committee. 
Avexanver C. Draper, Secretary. | 


The committee beg leave to assure Councils that they | 
have every confidence in being able to complete the | 
work, and that from the manifestation of public feel- | 
ing, they are assured that the requisite funds will be | 
promptly contributed. 

; A.C. DRAPER, Sec’y. 


Messrs. Worrell, McCready, Massey and Groves, | 


presented remonstrances against lighting the city with | 


Gas, which was referred to the committee on Gas. 
Mr. Massey presented the following communication | 
from the Concordia Society. 


To the Honourable the Select and Common Councils of 


the city of Philadelphia, | 
Most respectfully, 


In consequence of a proposal, which has been pub- 
lished in several German newspapers, nearly one hun- | 
dred families of new arrived Germans, who have been 
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3. The amount of the purchase money to be payable 
in seven different instalments, of which the first may 
not be payable before the fifth year after the execu- 
tion of the Deed. 

4. For the security of both parties the purchasers re- 
ceive a lawful deed, and the sellers receive a usual mort- 
gage of the whole. 

The Concordia Society having to provide themselves 
for the first beginning, not only with all the necessary 
provisions for subsistence, but also with all kind of cat- 
tle, farming utensils and household furniture, they can 
by no means enter into higher prices and heavier condi- 
tions; as besides a considerable part of this land consist 
in very steep mountains, which can not be cultivated. 

The city of Philadelphia would besides, by a contract 
with the Concordia Society, have the great advantage 
that many a German emigrant family will in future, 
without making a long stay here, and without being 
burthensome to the clemency of the inhabitants of this 
city, prefer to embark for the Concordia Society, which 
will endeavour to re-establish the former proverbial 
German honesty and German fidelity. : 

With the greatest respect, I remain, your honour’s 
most respectfully, in the manner and in order of the 
Concordia Society. 

PHILIPP JACOB DEININGEN. 


Mr. J. P. Wetherill as chairman of the Watering 
Committee, made the annual report which was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. J. P. Wetherill on behalf of the committee on 
gas, made a report accompanied with sundry docu- 
ments, which were ordered to be printed in four of the 
daily newspapers, and 500 copies in pamphlet. [See 
last No. ] 

Mr. Worrell as chairman of the committee on Ches- 
nut street wharf on Schuylkill, made the annexed re- 
port and resolution which were agreed to. 

The committee having the care and improvement of 


induced by the hard oppressions of the times, to emi-| the city property on the Schuylkill, south of the Per- 
grate into the happier country of the United States of | manent Bridge, by authority vested in them as per ré- 
North America, have united to form a Society, with | solution of the 26th April, 1832; to tarry into effect 


the principle, 


‘© To stand one for all, and all for one.” | 


This Soeiety has adopted the name of Concordia, and | 
the members of it consist partly of tradesmen of every | 
description, and partly of farmers, who have been since | 
their infancy, accustomed to hard labour and enduran- 
ces, 

A long travel by land and sea has consumed the | 
greatest part of their pecuniary means, but they have | 
much good will and strength to work; and wish particu- | 
larly to establish a proper and mutual home, and to ac- | 
quire some property for themselves and for their chil- | 
dren. 

The constitution of this Concordia Society contains | 
entirely liberal principles, which are in conformity with | 
the constitution of the United States. 

Among those tracts of land, which have been found | 
answerable for the objects of the Society, there are in | 
particular 14,000 acres of land situated on both sides of | 
the western branch of the Susquehanna river, partly lo- 
cated in Centre and partly in Lycoming county, and | 
which are the property of the city of Philadelphia. | 

As this Society has certain promises, that in the next | 
following years, a great many, and partly wealthy emi- 
grants from Germany will unite with the Concordia as | 
soon as the necessary buildings will be ready for their | 
reception, the Society is resolved to purchase the whole | 
tract of 14,000 acres of land, provided the following | 
conditions will be granted to them by the respectable | 
corporation of the city of Philadelphia. 

1. The price of the acre is not to be more than two | 
dollars. ; 

2. The interest of the purchase money not to begin 
before the fourth year after the possession. 





the improvements described in a report and plan sub- 
mitted to Couneils on that subject, on the 22d of March 
previous, 

Report, that they have made the necessary purchases 
and contracts from time to time, for the progression of 
the work. 

That a contract was entered into with William Don- 


_aldson for building and sinking two wharves embracing 


more than one-half of the lot on Schuylkill front, for 
the sum of dollars, and is now nearly finished, 
and that they have also completed the foundations 
which are of considerable magnitude for two stores, 
the whole being 120 feet front north and south on 
Beach street, and in length east and west 80 feet, with 
a dock or canal extending from the wharf to Beach 
street, being about 200 feet in length by 42 feet in 


| width, the sides of which are walled up with stone in 


the most substantial manner. 

‘That the work of the floodgate and suitable trusses 
connected therewith, are in a state of forwardness. 
That a contract has been made for taking down the 
old engine house, and considerable progress made 
therein. 

And that the committee intend going on with the 
two stores as early as the spring season will admit. 
Your committee deem it proper here to state that se- 
veral applications have been made for renting wharves 
and landings north of the improvements now in progress, 
and that they have procured a plan and estimate for 
the additional wharves and landing. The whole amount 
for excavating and walling the dock, and buildin 
wharf, &c, is herewith submitted, which is within the 
sum of six thousand dollars. 

Your committee therefore recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution. 
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Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils that 
the committee be authorized to make the necessary 
purchases and contracts from time to time for the com- 
pletion: of said additional wharves, docks, landings, &c, 

Mr. Lewis moved to take up for consideration the 
resolution attached to the communication of the Com. 
missioners of the Girard estate reported at the last meet- 
ing of Councils, which was agreed to, and adopted by 
both Councils, 


Mr. Massey offered the annexed resolution, which 
was adopted by both Councils. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the Commissioners for the erection of the Almshouse, 
for the accommodation of poor on the west side of the 
river Schuylkill, be requested to furnish to Coun- 
cils as early as convenient a statement, exhibiting the 
sum that has been expended in fhe erection of 
the rear buildings,—the sum that has been borrowed 
for that object, the rate of interest and when payable, 
the amount of interest payable this year and to be le- 
vied on as part of the poor tax, andthe sum in their opin- 

‘jon it will be yet requisite to borrow for the completion 
of the same, the value of the present Almshouse pro- 
perty in Spruce street, as near as they can estimate, 
and what will be in their opinion the whole cost of the 
establishment when completed. With a particular de- 

‘scription and dimensions of the buildings, the number 
of paupers they are calculated to accommodate, and the 
probable time they may be removed in whole or in part 
to the new Almshouse, with any further information 
they may deem important to communicate upon the 
subject. 

The Select Council adjourned to meet on Thursday 
evening next. 


COMMON COUNCIL.—The following communica- 
tion was received from the Treasurer of the Girard Fund, 
aml was referred to the Commissioners of the Girard 
estate. 


Treasurer's OrFicr or THE GiraRry Trust, 
Feb. 14, 1833. 
To the President and Members of the Select and Com- 
mon Councils, 

Gentlemen,—I received on the 12th instant, from 
Wm. J. Duane, Esq. one of the Executors of the estate 
of Stephen Girard, the following note and submit it for 
your consideration. 

Mr. B, Cooper, 


, : : 
Dear Sir,—I will thank you to ascertain and inform | 
me, whether the following arrangement will be agreed | 
to? it is deemed the easiest way of settling matters, and | 


of preventing delay. 
1, The city is bound to pay, out of the Rent Fund, 
$400 per year to Mrs. Hoskins. 


and she owes Mr. Girard’s estate, 
3. The city owes her, 
Dec. 27, 1831, $200 
June 27, 1832, $200 
Dec. 22, 1832, $200 
$600 3200 Francs, 
4, So that there is really due the sum 
of (to Mrs. Hoskins) 


Francs 1875 





Francs 1325 





Francs 3200 
The Executors propose to receive from the city and 
give their receipt for the $600 due Mrs. H. from the 
city. They will then remit to her 1325 francs and get 
_her receipt for the whole sum of $600 or 3200 francs, 
which they will hand over tothe city, 
Yours, respectfully, 
Feb, 12, 1833. 


Upon examining the Will of Stephen Girard, I find in 
the 18th Sec. 2d Item, that he has bequeathed to Mrs, 
Catharine Girard, now widow of J, B, Hoskins, an an- 

Vox, XI, 4 


W. J. Duane, 


= $ 
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2. Mr. Girard’s correspondents in Havre paid her, | 


nuity of $400, payable half yearly in advance during 
her life, and under the circumstances of this case, I beg 
leave to recommend that Councils pass a resolution re- 
questing the Mayor of the city to draw a warrant on the 
treasurer of the Girard trust for six hundred dollars to 
pay the above claim, as there is no appropriation made 
for this annuitant. I must also suggest the necessity of 
authorizing the Mayor to draw a warrant on the first of 
March, 1833, on the Girard Treasury, for five hundred 
and twenty-five dollars, to pay George Pepper, Esq. 
six months’ interest which will be due on that day for 
his mortgage $21,000, inthe Water street estate, pur- 
chased subsequent to the last publication of the Will of 
Stephen Girard, and to be charged to that part of the 
estate. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
By your very obedient servant, 
Britain Cooren, 
Treasurer of the Girard Trust. 





A communication from Spencer Dewees was receiv- 
ed, and referred to the committee on the Drawbridge 
Lot, on renewal of lease. 


Mr. Chandler offered the annexed resolution, which 
was adopted, and referred to a joint committee of four 
members of each Council, and Messrs. Chandler, Mc- 
Mullin, Merrick, Sailor, Groves, Worrell, Massey, and 
Lewis, were appointed the committee. 

Whereas, by the Will of the late Stepben Girard, it 
is made the duty of the city authorities to organize the 
college for which he has provided, as soon as practica- 
ble, and as it does not appear that there is any thing to 
prevent the commencement of the buildings the ensuing 
season. Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of four mem- 
bers of the Common Council, and four members of the 
Select Council, be appointed to devise and report to 
Councils such arrangements as to them may seem best 
calculated for commencing and completing the College 
buildings, designated by the will of the late Stephen 
Girard—and that the said committee be authorized to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. S. Wetherill offered the following resolution, 
which was on motion of Mr. Houston laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on the 25th 
of October last, in relation to the navigation of the river 


| Schuylkill, be instructed to proceed no further for the 
| present in the object of their appointment. 


Mr. Merrick offered the annexed resolution, but be- 
fore it was acted on, the Common Council adjourned. 

Resolved, That the committee on Schuylkill naviga- 
tion be instructed to inquire and report at the next 
meeting of Councils, what action was had by the com- 
mittee of the last Councils in connexion with the aur 
thorities of the adjoining districts, on the subject of the 
navigation, 


Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1833. 
SELECT COUNCIL.—The following communica. 
tions were received, and referred to a joint committee 
of three members of each Council, and Messrs. Ingere 
soll, Groves, Lippincott, Troth, Gowen, and Chandler, 
were appointed the committee, 


To the President of the Select and Common Council of 
Philadetpt.ia. 

Harrispure, Feb. 23, 1833, 
Sir,—I have the honor of enclosing you a resolution, 
this day passed by the House of Representatives of this 
commonwealth. Itis the intention of the committee to 
proceed to the city on Tuesday next, on the object of 
theirappointment. You will be pleased to lay this sub- 
ject before the Select Council, and have such order 
taken thereon, as may facilitate the conference direct: 

ed by the resolution. ; 
Iam Sir, your obedient servant, 
Tuomas AsuuRincs, 
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In the House of Representatives, 2 | low citizens as the proper time for at length laying the 

February 23,1833. § | corner stone of a monumentto his memory. The place 

Whereas, it is essentially important ti.at preparations | fixed upon was Washington Square, where, for a day 
should be speedily made for the accommodation of the | or two, workmen had been employed in making an ex- 
internal commerce of Pennsylvania, and the interest of | cavation of a suitable depth forthe purpose. This was 
the freemen of Pennsylvania will be most beneficially | not accomplished without disturbing the graves of some 
promoted by the state becoming sole transporterby her | of the tenants of the old Potter’s Field, which, it will 
agents, on the Columbia rail-road; and whereas depots | be remembered, occupied the site of a place now dig- 


at the most eligible points, will be indispensable: | nified with a more agreeable title. 


Therefore, 


A large concourse 
of citizens witnessed this operation, and exhibited 


Resolved, That Messrs. Ashbridge, Wallace, and | strong symptoms of approbation, that something was 


McCulloch, be appointed to confer with the constituted 


‘likely to be done in this long talked of affair. 


The 


authorities of the city of Philadelphia, relative to ob- | bones, as they were dug up, were placed in boxes, and 
taining a relinquishment to the state of their jurisdic- | were all suitably re-interred elsewhere. 


tion over the public square at the intersection of Broad 


One of the most beautiful mornings ever seen was 


and Market streets, for the purpose of establishing a | ushered in by the merry peal of bells, and by nine 
vast depot for the produce to be transported on the | o’clock the streets were thronged with busy faces, 


Pennsylvania rail-road. 
Extract from the journal, 
Frs. R. Suunx, Clerk, 

Mr. Groves offered the annexed resolution, which was 
adopted. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the Mayor be, and he is authorised to draw his war- 
rants on the Treasurer of the Girard trusts, in favor of 
Thomas U. Walter, for four hundred dollars; William 
Strickland, for two hundred dollars; and Josiah Rod- 
gers, for one hundred and fifty dollars—being the sums 
awarded them as premiums for their plans of the Girard 


College, at the meeting of Councils on the 12th day of | have participated on the occasion. 


February instant. 


AN ORDINANCE, 

Granting permission to certain citizens to lay the cor- 
ner stone of, and to erect a monument in memory of 
Grorce Wasuineton, in Washington Square, 
Sxcr.1. Beit ordained and enacted by the citizens of 

Philadelphia, in Select and Common Councils assembled, 

That for the purpose of erecting and constructing a 

monument to the memory of Grorcze Wasuineron, 

late the illustrious President of the United States, and 

Commander in Chief of their armies, permission be 

hereby granted to the general conference of delegates 

assembled, to effect that object, whereof Nathan Bun- 
ker is chairman, to lay the corner stone of, and to erect 
and construct the said monument in Washington 

Square: Provided, That a plan of the monument pro- 

posed to be erected shall be submitted to, and approv- 

ed of by the Select and Common Councils, before the 
erection and construction of the same. 

Src. 2, And be it further ordained and enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That the said conference in any 
committee or committees appointed by them shall be in 
all acts and proceedings in and about the laying of the 
corner stone of, or in and about the erection and con- 
struction of the said monument in the said Washington 
Square, under the control, guidance, and superinten- 
dence of the joint committee of Councils, appointed to 
have charge of the said Washington Square. 

Enacted into an ordinance in the city of Philadel- 
phia, this nineteenth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-three. HENRY TROTH, 

President of the Common Council. 
J. R. INGERSOLL, 
President of the Select Council. 
Attest—Robert Hare, Jr. Clerk Common Council. 


—_—_—<—<—<——=— 


CELEBRATION 


| and subsequent ceremony. 


' anxious to take a partin, or to witness the procession 
‘The mayor acted as chief 
| marshal of the day; the venerable Bishop White con- 
sented to officiate on the occasion, and David Paul 
| Brown, Esq. at very short notice, to deliver the ora- 
tion. The various tradesmen, &c. took part on the 
occasion, as last year, and contributed greatly to the 
effective nature of the ceremony. The military, too, 
were, as usual, found ready to join in the good work, 
though the time allowed for calling them out was not 
sufficient to collect the companies from the neighbor- 
| ing counties, who would, doubtless, have been glad to 
The line formed 
in Arch-street, right on Seventh-street, displaying 


jeastwardly, and moved up Arch to Tenth, down 


Tenth to Spruce, down Spruce to Fourth, down Fourth 
to Christian, down Christian to Second, up Second to 
Arch, up Arch to Third, up Third to Green, up Green 
to Sixth, down Sixth to Callowhill, up Callowhill to 
Eighth, down Eighth to Walnut, and down Walnut to 
the Square. 

The procession, owing to the hurried notice which 
was given, was not so numerous as last year, but it 
was an imposing spectacle. It was preceded by three 
trumpeters; then followed 

General Patterson and Aid. 


THE ORDER OF THE FIRST BRIGADE, * 


Cavatrr. 
The first City Troop, Captain Hart. 
The National Troop, Captain Riley. 
The second City Troop, Capt. J. P. Wetherill. 


ARTILLERY, 
The Battallon of Artillery, commanded by Col, Pro- 
vost, composed of the 
Junior Artillerists, Capt. Baker. 
Phalanx Artillerists, Capt. G. Bumm, 

State Artillerists, ; 
Independent Jackson Artillerists, Capt. Porter. 

Lafayette Artillerists, Capt. Murphy. 








Deracnep Companies, 

Second Company of State Fencibles, Capt. Murray. 
Governor’s Guards, Capt. White. 
Lafayette Light Infantry. 

The Union Fencibles, Capt. R. Lee. 

The Washington Blues, Lieut. Weeks, 
Mifflin Grays, Lt. W. Moore. 

The Battalion of Greys, under command of Capt. 
Fritz, composed of the 
Washington Greys, Capt. J. Worrell. 
Philadelphia Greys, Capt. Cadwalader. 
National Greys, Capt. Fritz. 


Of the hundred and first anniversary of the birth of | New Company Lafayette Greys, Capt. W. Brown. 
Groner Wasnrneton, by a Civic and Military Pro. | 


cession, and laying the corner stone of a Washington 

Monument. : 

Yesterday, the one hundred and first anniversary of 
the birth-day of Wasuinezox, was selected by our fel- 





The Mayor, as Chief Marshal. 

The corner stone, drawn by four white horses; the 
inscription on one side, “ Presented by the marble 
| masons of the city of Philadelphia. Feb. 22d, 1832,” 
| and on the reverse, ‘*Corner Stone of a Monument 
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to Washington.” The marble masons, headed by Mr. 
Adam Traquair, followed with a splendid banner, re- 
presenting a Grecian building in progress, and the ge- 
nius of Columbia patronizing the work. 

The banner, representing the implements of the 
trade, and a portrait of Washington, and followed by 
the Philadelphia Band. 

The Hatters, 
In elegant costumes, wearing revolutionary hats— 


———— ee See 
er Td 


upon your time and patience, as you will be amply gra- 
\ tified in listening to the orator’of the day, whose brilli- 
ant eloquence and splendid oratory delights the ear, 
enraptures the fancy, and powerfully impresses all 
hearts.—I shall therefore hastily take a glance at the 
| organization and proceedings of the Washington Monu- 
ment Delegation—detail the articles which are deposit- 


ed in the corner stone, and concludes with a few gene- 
ral observations. 


Banner, a Beaver—and motto, ‘‘By the industry of the | The Delegation has but a short time been called into 
| 


Beaver we support our rights.” 


The Committee of Delegation and Committee of Ar- 

rangement, 

Banner and motto, ‘‘The rising monument bespeaks 
the gratitude of our country to the People’s Father.” 

The Agriculturalists and Gardiners, 

With a splendid emblematical banner, followed by 
the society, three members bearing gardening imple- 
ments, and a superb bouquet of flowers, oranges, and 
tropical fruits, surmounted with birds, of rich and varie- 
gated plumage. 

The Tin Plate Workers, 

Accompanied by a band of music, and banners, em- 
blematic of the trade, and one of Washington; the ban- 
ners surmounted by coffee pots, and other insignia, 


The Tobacconists, 
With a banner, representing Washington exchanging 
the calumet of Peace with an Indian. 


The Journeymen Cabinet Makers, 
With two banners and emblems, 


Marshals of the day. 


The Silver Plate Workers, &c. 
With two banners, 


The Cordwainers, 


existence,—the people becoming impatient at the de- 
lay evinced on the part of those whom they conceived 
should have proceeded with more activity and energy, 
called meetings in the several wards of the city, and 
most of the surrounding townships and districts in the 
county, and there in these primary assemblies elected 
delegates, to represent their wishes ina general confe- 
rence. Aconsiderable portion of this delegation im- 
mediately obeyed the patriotic call of their fellow citi- 
zens—met at the county court house, organized them- 
selves into a systematised body under the name of the 
Washington Monument Delegation . They elected a 
president, vice presidents, and secretaries, and for the 
purpose of facilitating their measures, they divided 
themselves into committees, each having particular du- 
ties and various responsibilities, Although the delega- 
tion met with numerous difficulties, and had to encoun- 
ter various and unforseen obstacles in the prosecution of 
their duties, they persevered with a zeal and spirit 
worthy of the cause in which they were engaged and 
have advanced to the important point of this great work, 
| in securing the laying of the corner stone of the Wash- 
ington monument. 
The further proceedings of the Delegation, together 
with the amount of mouies which is available to com- 
plete the work, will, in due time, be laid before the 


Banner of Washington—inscription, ‘‘The Father of | public, 


his Country.” 
Saddlers, 
With a banner—motto, ‘Our trust is in God.” 
Two colored men, dressed in Turkish costume, led 


and drove two superb horses—one in a splendid suit of 


harness, the other with side saddle and appropriate 
trappings. 
The Youth’s Library and Literary Association, 
Banner with the motto, “Knowledge is Power;”’ in- 
stituted Aug. 10, 1828. , 


I shall now state the articles which are deposited in 
the Corner Stone. with the names of the donors, as far 
| as ascertained: 


DESCRIPTION 
| OF THE ARTICLES IN THE CORNER STONE OF THE WASH- 
INGTON MONUMENT. 
February 22, 1833. 
1. A neat copy, containing the constitution of the 
United States, and of the State-of Pennsylvania, with 
'the names of the Executive Officers, Members of Con- 


The procession arrived at the ground a little after | gress, the Executive officers of the State, and of the 


two o’clock, and was joined by the city councils and 
other public functionaries—the band playing Hail Co- 
lumbia.—Dr. W. C. Draper then made the following 


| Corporation of the City of Philadelphia, and an Alma- 
'nac, for 1833. Presented by Isaac Elliot, Esq. 
| 2. A copy ofthe oration on the death of Charles Car- 


pertinent address, amid the cheers of a large concourse | roll of Carrollton—by John Sergeant, Esq. Presented 


of spectators, estimated to consist of from twelve to fif- 


teen thousand persons, 


DR. DRAPER’S ADDRESS. 
“Fellow Citizens, 


The long looked for period has at length arrived, at 
which we are to testify our gratitude and love to the Fa- 


ther of his Conntry, the immortal Washington. 


Notwithstanding the culpable apathy which has pre- 
vailed among our citizens in relation to the erection of a 


| 


by Isaac Elliott, Esq. 
3. A description of the Centennial Procession, as it 
occurred in 1832. 
4, An Emblematical Sketch of the Centennial Cele- 
bration. By Wm, J. Mullen, Esq. 
5. Washington’s Farewell Address, on satin, present- 
'ed by Committee of Arrangement. 
| 6. A beautiful specimen of an Anthracite Case enclos- 
ing a Portrait of General Washington in 1797. Pre- 
' sented by the Messrs. Kerks, 








cenotaph, in our city, to commemorate the worth and 7. A Silver Medal, struck off during the Centennial 


virtues of him who was first in war, first in peace, and 
first in the hearts of his countrymen, it is gratifying to 
the patriot, and indeed to all those who are animated by 


Procession, and presented by the gold and silver artifi- 
| cers for the corner stone. 


| §. Several specimens of Composition Coin, presented 


| 


the amor patria, to witness the ardent feeling and ge-| by Mr. William Robinson. “5 
nerous enthusiasm which are exhibited throughout all | “9, Several specimens of copper coin by several citi- 


ranks in this great community, and the praiseworthy 
zeal which is now manifested in promoting the comple- 


| zens, of the years 1771-2. 1771, 1791, 1797, &c. 
| 10. A print representing the surrender at Yorktown, 


tion of a monument, which shall tell to the unborn ge- | and a full statue of General Washington. 


nerations, which are to supply our places in future 
ages, that we felt, deeply felt, that we could not too 


11, Several newspapers of the day. ; 
12. The programa of the procession for laying the 


highly appreciate the memory of our beloved Washing- | corner stone, by the Committee of Arrangement. 


ton. But, however pleasing it might be to me todwell ey 
upon this interesting subject, I shall forbear trespassing | plete the work, which has been so auspiciously begun, 


In conclusion, fellow citizens, it.is for you to com- 
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«it is for you to supply the necessary funds to com- 

lete a monument to the memory of Washington, and it 
s for you to sustain, by an adequate support, the la- 
bors of your faithful and zealous delegation, And I 
sincerely hope that the time is not far distant when we 
shall all witness on this spot a cenotaph, which, for beau- 
ty and magnificence, shall be unsurpassed, and which 
shall, in ages yet to come, shed a lustre over the names 
of those, by whose liberality, gratitude, and patriotism, 
it shall have been erected.” : 

David Paul Brown, Esq. the orator on the occasion, 
then delivered a short, but most happy and eloquent ad- 
dress, which was received by all within hearing of his 
powerful voice, with repeated and animating cheers. 

After the conclusion of Mr. Brown’s speech, Bishop 
White addressed the people in the following words: 


“Fellow Citizens, — 

‘We are assembled to lay the corner stone of a monu- 
tnent, intended to be erected to the memory of the Fa- 
ther of our Country.’ So general throughout the world 
is the admiration of his virtues, that it will not be ex- 
tended by this testimony of our gratitude. But the ci- 
tizens of Philadelphia, while they are doing to them- 
selves honor by the act, will be contributing their influ- 
ence, whatever it may be, to the perpetuity of submis- 
sion to his recorded counsels. This is especially desi- 
rable, whenever they have a bearing on the happy con- 
stitution-under which we live; tending to the continu- 
ing of it to all future generations, 

This being the object of our assembling, let us call on 
God by prayer, for his blessing on our undertaking. 
(Here the venerable prelate pronounced the Lord’s 
prayer, the prayer after the communion, and those for 
civil rulers and Congress, and continued,) Almighty 
God, who hast in all ages showed thy power and thy 
mercy in the deliverance of states possessing thy holy 


D. P. BROWN’S ORATION, 





| the ardour and animation of second youth. 
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in solemn ascription of praise to the character of that 
man, who burst their bonds, and taught them to be free. 
Mighty theme! The name of such a preserver should 
not be uttered feebly—need it be said then that I ap- 
proach it, with humility and awe, No labor, no talents 
can do justice,to that astonishing portrait, whose pro- 
portions and whose colours were so rare, so chaste and 
diversified; must I then declare, in the fleeting moment 
that these remarks shall occupy, my utter inability to 
delineate its outlines. Yet consolation is to be derived 
from the reflection, that as to succeed where success 
cannot possibly be doubtful, confers no honor upon any 

man; so, to fail where there is no hope of success re- 
fiects no disgrace, but to discharge our duties faithfully 

in the various relations of life in which we may be 

placed, is the height of human praise, 


To commemorate the virtue, valor and patriotism of 
their kings, their heroes and their statesmen, has ever 
been the proudest and the noblest office of the proud- 
est and the noblest nations. Greece had her Alexander, 
her Aristides, her Leonidas and her Epaminondas, 
Haughty Rome, at one time the proud mistress of the 
universe, boasted her Cincinatus, her Fabius, her Sci- 
pio’s and her Czsars, The voice of eulogy, the page 
of history, monuments, mausoleums, trophies and tri- 
umphs, were the grateful testimonials to the splendour 
of their achievement, and the veneration of their coun- 
trymen. Emulation blazed high on every bosum, worth 
became sympathetic, and hereditary infancy caught the 
sacred flame, from the hallowed ashes of its ancestry, 
and in beholding the bright escutcheons of war and 
victory; the hatchments and the temples dedicated to 


| eloquence and patriotism, the tottering and enfeebled 


imbs of hoary age itself, glowed and strengthened into 


All the di- 
versified branches of these admirable systems of gov- 


and eternal truth, we render to thee our thanks and | ernment, civil as well as military, contributed to inspir- 


praise for the eminent services of the distinguished per- 


come. 
Father of our country, may there be an example, che- 


| it, to support and dignify the union, and while moving 
son, to whose memory we this day begin a monument, | 
to remain a testimony of our gratitude in all time to | 


In the counsels and in the acts of the deceased | ed light. 


in their own respective orbits, like the inexhaustible lu- 
minaries of Heaven, reciprocally borrowed and reflect- 


Centuries have rolled away-—thrones and dominions 



































rished and followed by all who shall come after him in| have been swallowed up in the revolutions of ages. 
the Presidency of the United States, inthe command of | The stately monuments of ancient glory, grandeur and 
armies, and in all stations of public trust; perpetuating | gratitude, have either perished in the arms of tyranny, 
the constitution of our now combined commonwealth | or sunk beneath the unsparing scythe of time. Greece 
against all invasion, and against all disunion, either from is now extinct; and Rome is but the wretched fragment 
foreign force or from domestic discord. Finally we | of glories past, that never shall return, Yet sanctified 
pray, that in all our doings we may seek thy glory, and | by the genius which they once fostered, the heroism 
the increase of thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ our | Which they once rewarded, the virtues whichthey once 
Lord—Amen.”’ | promoted, their fame shall endure forever,and set as they 
The prayer concluded, the immense concourse assem- | ate in interminable night, they shall still throw a richer 
bled, dispersed in good order. lustre over the horizon of the world, than the meridian ful- 
ness of other nations, Their former splendour emblazoned 
ORATION. on the historic page,or sparkling from the rapturous pen 
of the poet—the proud recollections of Thermopylx 
DELIVERED IN WASHINGTON SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA, | and Marathon, of Plataz and Fallerii, shall burst the 
surges of oblivion, bid a brave defiance to the moulder- 
ing incrustations of ages,and smile triumphantly through 
the wreck of matter and the crush of worlds, 


If, then, those ancient States, in the zenith of pros- 
I shall offer no apologies my fellow citizens, relating | perity and power, thus secured and cemented the means 
either to time or circumstances, for any deficiency that | of their elevation—rewarded their benefactors by bene- 
may be apparent,in the discharge of that delightful duty, | ficence—stimulated patriotism, by deserving it—identi- 
which has fallen to my allotment. In the magnitude of | fied their own characters with those of their best, and 
the object in regard to which we are here convened, all | bravest, and wisest sons, and thus secured to themselves 
private, all personal considerations are utterly absorbed | imperishable renown:— What tribute will you pay toa 
and lost. We have here assembled for the purpose of | Hero—beyond all Greek—beyond all Roman fame!— 
doing honor to the virtuous diving, by rendering merited | What deathless honors will you pay to confer upon your 
sacrifices, and affording becoming testimonials of our | W4sa1xeTton, the deliverer of his country—the Foun- 
reverence to the illustrious dead. der and preserver of your republic—the friend of man— 

How melancholy—how affecting —and yet how lovely | the soldier—the statesman—the patriot,—and embrac- 
and resplendent is the scene, Thousands of human! ing all, and still above all—the Carist1ax!—One who 
beings who but for those virtues which we this day cel- | founded the structure of his greatness upon the unsha- 
ebrate, mjght have dragged on a lengthened chain from | ken principles of inherent truth, and, like Atlas, bore 
heir din to their grave, here spontaneously unite | 2 world upon his shoulders, in the magnificence of his 
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own strength?—What a blaze of boundless glory shall 
his illustrious virtues shed, over the long line of your 


posterity! ! 


Trained, and allured, and enticed to glory as former 
nations were,—glowing in original or reflected lustre— 
the delighter, and the wonder, of an astonished, and 
subjugated world— Where is the Hero, ancient or mod- 
ern, loaded with conquests, and bedecked with honors; 


where is he, I say, that does not tamely render all his 
garnered trophies up, at the hallowed and consecrated 
shrine of Republican WASHINGTON? 

If this, be so,—without presuming to recapitulate the 


virtues of your Hero—which would be the history of 


his life, and which are engraven on the hearts of his 
countrymen,—may I not be allowed to say, my Fellow 
Citizens, that you have here assembled upon an occa- 
sion as magnanimous, as any ever presented by the tide 
of time, in its resistless and prolonged career. You have 
assembled for the two-fold purpose of perpetuating, by 
a munificent manifestation of your gratitude, the prin- 
ciples and examples of your Washington; and at the 
samé time, redeeming yourselves from that odium which 
has arisen from protracted neglect of departed worth, 
or, national contempt, for national blessings! 


After a Century has rolled round since the Birth of 
your Hero, and more than half that period has beheld 
you inthe enjoyment of that Liberty which he achieved 
and secured,—you come at last to perform a solemn lus- 
tration for past delays; you come at last prepared to testi- 


fy to your countrymen and mankind, that although grati- 


tude may slumber in the heart of the patriot, for bene- 


fits conferred by the patriot, it can never die. 


But let it not be supposed, that the perennial fame of 


Washington requires this offering:—this has ever been 
the error. 
to establish our worthiness of him,—that this day has 
been set apart, and these ceremonials adopted. The 
stream rises no higher than its source; nor can you con- 
fer celebrity on one from whom your chief celebrity is 
derived, Hatchments and temples may atone for the 
sin of national ingratitude, enkindle emulation and se- 
cure the respect of our cotemporaries and of posterity, 
but they cannot give importance to Washington. The 
man who by his life exalted human nature, and gave 
dignity to the world, in death can neither be forgotten 
nor disgraced. ‘The neglect of the nation no more ob- 
scures his lustre, than mists can extinguish the sun. The 
rancour of political enmity no more impugns his worth 
than the prevalence of vice, can detract from the value 
of virtue. The contempt of his ashes no more diminish- 
es his fame, than vain and empty pageantry, can create 
or secure that of the unworthy. 

Your storied urns and animated busts—are in them- 
selves, but a solemn mockery of the illustrious dead— 
who look from their blest abodes for living memorials. 
It isnot therefore by annual or centennial sacrifices or 
oblations upon the altar of liberty—the pride, pomp 
and circumstance of superficial, and artificial rites, that 

our obligations to the nation’s father and benefactor, 
imperious, sacred and sepulchral as they are, are to be 
requited or discharged—it is by your steadfast devotion 
to his principles—by your unqualified submission to his 
venerated example—by your watchful and unde- 
viating devotion to the honour and integrity and salva- 
tion of the Union. 

Monuments are intended not as a reward but as a to- 
ken of esteem—they are consecrated—they are per- 
petuated by gratitude—not stateliness. It is the heart 
alone that can give warmth to marble and permanency 
to brass. The proudest trophies that bespeak the last 
abode of our Hero—are the blessings of his country- 
men. His name requires not the foreign aid of orna- 
ment, scorns all borrowed lustre, and clothed in the ra- 
diance of his own large honors—stands self-dependent— 
and self-sufficient. 

Time—which is said to be the discoverer, though it 

has even detected spots upon the Sun—-the brightest of 








It is not to prove his worthiness of us; but 









celestial bodies—has in 100 years descried no stain or 
blot upon the peerless fame of Washington. Time, 
which is also said to be the destroyer of all-things—has 
delapidated nations—sacrificed whole hecatombs of 
bloodstained chieftains, and gorged his ravenous maw 
with entire empires at a meal—but he has tired his 
tooth, and exercised his venom in vain, against the ada- 
mantine character of Republican Washington—Nay, 
foregoing as it were his very nature, for more than half 
a century, Time with us has been the Hero’s only monu- 
ment—bearing momentary testimony; at once to his un- 
approachable and irreproachable Glory. The conyul- 
sions, collisions, and vicissitudes of political Govern- 
ment, 


The tests and touchstone of external honour, 

By which alone its curreficy is heard, 

And sterling coin distinguished from the false 
Increase his weight—and stamp new value on him. 


There is not upon the historic page, a solitary world- 
ly instance, to be compared to that here presented to 
the mind—of the supremacy—the infallibility—may I 
not say the immortality of virtue. Even the very cir- 
cumstance of the ostensible neglect towards his venera- 
ted memory—year after year—which but for late re- 
pentance should cover us with shame—although that 
neglect was sufficient to have buried eternally a man 
cast in any other mould—serves only to add infinitely to 
the proof, of his stupendous and overpowering worth, 
The clouds that would ‘obscure other men serve but as 
a foil to set him off. 

He stands as a fixed star in the firmament—imperish- 
ably too—and grows brighter as the tempest darkens, 
Steer by this star,—it is your polar star—the cynosure 
of your hope. My fellow-citizens, take his last living, 
loving legacy—his farewell address—for your chart. Be 
firm, be faithful, and be fearless, and like a rock amidst 
the troubled ocean, laugh at the billows and despise the 
storm. 

Defer your intended offerings no longer. Let your 
tribute be committed to the earth—her broad bosom ne- 
ver bore a nobler. ’Tis an honest tribute, not paid to 
the living, but by the living to the dead. The face 
wears no mask when turned towards the grave—there 
isno hypocrisy in the tomb, or with the tomb. Ancient 
and modern annals combined supply no testimonials so 
sincere, so heartfelt, so transcendant as this. Honours 
lavished upon the living, are of frequent occurrence— 
but how rarely do they survive the living, 


How many mighty and majestic minds 

In after life, demolish the proud structure: 
Elaborated and adorned by art, 

With gems of science, trophies of the war, 
Garlands of love, and spoils of great ambition, 
Death is the crown or crucifix of fame,— 


More than three hundred statues were erected by the 
Grecians to Demetrius Phalerius, which were all de- 
stroyed during the life of him whom they were intend- 
ed to honor: and the records of nature and of nations 
abundantly show, that the monuments of the great de- 
pended more upon the continuance of their lives and 
memory, than their lives and memory upon their monn 
ments. Nor is this the philosophy only of ages past. 
Europe, within the last twenty-five years, has rivalled 
the wonders of antiquity in her triumphant arches and 
monumental piles, rising to heaven and approaching 
its magnificence, in commemoration of the valor, the 
victories, the splendor, and the power of Napoleon 
Where are these glories now? Banished, like the base- 
less fabric of a vision, leaving no wreck behind. They 
were demolished, even during the brief and bright ca- 
reer of their great original, and execrations and anathe- 
mas alone were heard,where Io pxans and songs of tri- 
umph were wont to make the joyous welkin ring, But 
the fame of our Washington, as it is restricted to no 
country, so it is limited to no time. Future ages shall 
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venerate his name—future millions shall erect the altar 


-of liberty upon the irrefragable basis of his example— 


an example standing in bold relief upon the proudest | 
pages of national glory, and relying for its immortality 
upon the smiles of approving heaven. 


REPORT ON SLAVES IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
IN SENATE, 

The following preamble and resolution was referred 
- Messrs. Breck, Jackson, Smith, Petriken, and Sul- 

ivan. 

«Whereas, it appears by the census of 1820, that | 
the number of slaves in Pennsylvania was 211, and by | 
the census of 1830, the number had increased to 386— 

** Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to 
investigate the cause of this increase, and report by bill 
or otherwise.” 

The committee on the foregoing subject, made the 
following report: 

An explanation of the statements returned by the 
marshals of the two districts of Pennsylvania, of the 
slave population thereof, has been sought for by us, 
first, by an examination of the official tables of the cen- 
sus of 1830; and secondly, by personal application to 
one of the deputy marshals, who took the census of 
Dauphin county. 

The general census of the state, shows an increase of 
slaves in Pennsylvania, in the interval of ten years, be- 
tween 1820 and 1830, of one hundred and seventy-five; 
the former period giving 211, and the latter 386. So | 
large an addition to a class of our population, which we 
had every reason to believe was nearly extinguished, 
has excited considerable attention, even beyond the | 
limits of our commonwealth, and has become, in some | 
degree, a reproach to the state. Our neighbours in | 
New York, and citizens of other states, have asked | 
through the medium of the public prints, how it hap- 
pens, that while slavery has almost ceased to exist in | 
the states north and east of us, the land of Penn, 
which took the lead in emancipation, and contains so 
many citizens of distinguished philanthropy; so many 
associations formed expressly for the promotion of abo- | 
lition; so many friends of the African race, always on | 
the watch to detect abuses, and ever eager to aid in 
correcting them, should exhibit an increase of slaves? 

This question should be answered satisfactorily; and 
it is for the purpose of doing so, and of vindicating the | 








honor of the laws of the commonwealth, as well as the 
characteristic philanthropy of its citizens, that your com- 
mittee has thought it right to go into such details, as 
shall maintain, untarnished, the reputation of the £O- | 
verned and of those who govern. 

Our forefathers,anxious to abolish slavery here, seiz- 
ed the earliest opportunity after their deliverance from | 
the control of Great Britain, even in the midst of a ca- | 
lamitous war, to pass the act of March, 1780, by which 
the children of slaves, born after that date, are emanci- 
pated. 

The reasons set forth for that great act of justice, in 
the memorable preamble to that law, are given in lan- 
guage so beautiful—with such humane and _ pious feel- 
ing, that we have ventured to make a short extract: 

**It is not for us, [say they,] to inquire why, in the | 
creation of mankind, the inhabitants of the several parts | 
of the earth were distinguished by a difference in fea- 
ture or complexion—it is sufficient to know that all are 
the work of an almighty hand; from whence we may 
reasonably, as well as religiously, infer, that he, who 
placed them in their various situations, hath extended 
equally his care and protection to all, and that it be- 
cometh not us to counteract his mercies, We esteem 
it a peculiar blessing granted to us, that we are enabled 
to add one more step to universal civilization,’ by 
removing, as much as possible, the sorrows of those who 
have lived in undeserved bondage. Weaned by a long 
course of experience from the narrow prejudices and 
partialities we had imbibed, we find our hearts enlarg- 





ed with kindness and benevolence towards men of all 
conditions and nations, and we feel ourselves called up- 
on to manifest the sincerity of our profession, and to 
give a substantial proof of our gratitude.” 

The substantial proof of that gratitude, your commit- 
tee have found recorded in the third and fourth sections 
of the law of 1780, to which the foregoing extract forms 
part of the preamble. In those sections itis enacted 
‘*that all persons, as well negroes and mulattoes as oth- 
ers, who shall be born within this state, from and after 
the first day of March, 1780, shall not be deemed and 
cons‘dered as servants for life, or slaves; and that all 
servitude for life, or slavery of children, in consequence 
of the slavery of their mothers, in case of all children 
born within this state, from and after the passing of this 
act, shall be, and hereby is, utterly taken away, extin- 
guished, and for ever abolished; that every negro 
and mulatto child born within this state, after the pas- 
sing of this act aforesaid, shall be deemed to be, and 
shall be, by virtue of this act, the servant of such per- 
son, or his or her assigns, who would in such case-have 
been entitled to the service of such child, until such 
child shall attain unto the age of twenty-eight years.” 

In consequence of this provision for their gradual 
emancipation, we do not find by the census of 1820, 
(forty years after the date of the act) any person re- 
ported to be held in bondage in this commonwealth, 
under twenty-six; and few under forty-five years of age; 
and all those who have taken an interest in the extin- 
guishment of slavery here, very naturally looked tothe 
census of 1830, as the epoch that was to put a period, 
or nearly so, to that unhappy state of things amongst 
our coloured population, What then must have been 
their astonishment, when the tables of the marshals of 
the two districts exhibited an increase, from 211 indi- 
viduals, returned in 1820, to 386, returned in 1830!— 
scattered too over twenty-seven counties, and of ages 
under twenty-six, and even under ten! By what pro- 
cess wasthis brought about? Unless founded in error, 
it was manifestly a gross violation of the statute of 1780, 
It is the principal duty of your committee to explain 
this; and in endeavoring to do so, it will be necessary 
to advert to a misconstruction of that law, in Washing- 
ton and other counties, by which the child ofa servant, 
until the age of twenty-eight years, was held to servi- 
tude for the same period, and on the same conditions as 
its mother who was the daughter of a registered slave, 
This error was practised upon up to the year 1826; and 
was the means of wrongfully keeping in bondage many 
individuals, for several years beyond the legal period, 
At length,the Supreme Court settled the point definitely 
at Pittsburg, on the 26th September, 1826, in the case 
of Miller against Divilling, and decided that no child 
can be held to servitude till the age of twenty-eighé 
years, but one whose mother was a servant for life, or a 
slave at the time of its birth, 

There cannot now then be any pretence for keeping 
children, born in this commonwealth, at service, be- 
yond the age of twenty-eight; nor would any such have 
appeared in the columns of the census of 1830, had not 
the two marshals, by their injudicious instructions to 
their deputies, directed them to enter as slaves all co- 
lored people of both sexes, who were held to service 
for limited periods. These deputies, as is apparent on 
the face of their reports, have strictly followed those 
instructions, and returned as slaves, even children un- 
der ten years of age who could not legally be held to 
service beyond twenty-one, As well might those offi- 
cers have directed their assistants to register, as slaves, 
all white children apprenticed to trades. 

This irregularity on the part of the two officers, has 
been the cause of reporting in twenty-seven counties - 


53 children under ten years, 
192 individuals, aged from 10 to 24, 


45 do from 24 to 36, 
29 do from 36 to 55. 
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making an aggregate of 319, of whom only a very few 
of the last class could possibly be legally held as slaves; 
because the law of March, 1780, which declares all the 
children of slaves born in this commonwealth, after that 
date, free at twenty-eight, could not allow any person 
under fifty years of age to be held in slavery in 1830, so 
that a very few of the class between thirty-six and fifty- 
five, which in that year contained only twenty-nine in- 
dividuals, could then be legally held in bondage. 

The gradual decrease, at the four first periods at 
which the people of this nation were numbered, shows 
that no such ill judged instructions were then issued by 
the marshals to their deputies; for 

In 1790-3737 slaves are returned, 


In 1800—1706 do 
In 1810-—795 do 
In 1820-—211 do 


and had not this palpable mistake been committed in 
1830, by which the return is increased 175 in ten years, 
we should have had for the true number, s¢xty-seven, 
instead of 386; for these sixty-seven constitute the dif- 
ference between the whole number returned in the cen- 
sus, and the number reported under fifty-five years of 
age. Andthis we find confirmed by the return made 
in the septennial state census in 1828, when the official 
computation was only seventy-six, 

Your committee may therefore safely say, that at this 
day, being nearly three years after the additional cen- 
sus was taken, there cannot be more than sixty persons 
held as slaves in the whole commonwealth. 

But are there not many coloured individuals, not born 

in Pennsylvania, and not of right classed as slaves, who 
are held to service for limited periods, even after the 
age of twenty-eight? In answer to this question, your 
committee will state such facts as have been communi- 
cated to them by persons well acquainted with the sub- 
ject. 
: Negroes of all ages are brought in considerable num- 
bers into the south western counties, bordering on Vir- 
ginia, and emancipated on condition of serving a certain 
number of years, seldom exceeding seven, unless they 
happen to be mere children, About half the usual 
price of a slave, is paid for this limited assignment; at 
the expiration of which the individual obtains entire 
freedom, both for himself and such of his children as 
may be born in Pennsylvania. 

In this manner, many colored people of both sexes 
are sent from the adjoiming slave-holding states; par- 
ticularly from the state of Delaware, and manumitted in 
this commonwealth. Deprived of this privilege, so ad- 
vantageous both to the benevolent master, and unhap- 
py bondsman, what alternative remains for the poor 
slave? None other than endless servitude, either in the 
place of his nativity, or among the cotton and sugar 
plantations of the south. Endless servitude, not only 
for himself, but for his children, from generation to 
generation. Asa proof that Delaware and even Mary- 
land, send their slaves here, it may be stated, that in 
Delaware the number of slaves has decreased in the last 
tenyears, 1204, and in Maryland, 4520. Nevertheless, 
a doubt has arisen, whether it will be proper to allow 
this state of things to continue, or to provide by law 


against the introduction amongst us of that species of 


population? 

On this subject, your committee beg to remark, that 
by the last census, our coloured inhabitants amounted 
to about 36,000; of which 30,000 inhabit the eastern dis- 
trict, and only 6000 the western—and this number, so 
small compared to the white population, is scattered 
among fifteen hundred thousand of our own color; ma- 
king one black individual to forty-two white. So few 
of these, it is believed by your committee, need not at 
present be an object of uneasiness, and would not seem 
to require the enactment of any restrictive laws; more 
especially as they are for the greater part, industrious, 
peaceable, and useful people. It is enough for us to 
take care that the children Jorn in our own common- 
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wealth, be protected against involuntary service, after 
the age of twenty-one, without preventing the humane 
orinterested owners of slaves, born elsewhere, from 
manumitting them on our soil; and thus, after a short 
service, giving liberty to themselves and to those of 
their children who may be born among us; and who, did 
not their masters possess this facility, would be held, 
they and their unhappy offspring, in perpetual slavery. 


Such a course then as would shut the door of philan- 


thropic Pennsylvania to those who, from motives of hu- 
manity or interest, may wish to grant manumission to 
their slaves,could not but be repugnant to the feelings of 
every citizen within our borders. 
committee cannot recommend for the adoption of the 
senate, any measure that may tend to disturb the pre- 
sent usage, or that shall deprive a negro or mulatto, 
born a slave out of Pennsylvania, of a chance of obtain- 


Believing this, your 


ing his liberty, by a commutation of his personal ser- 


vices during a brief period, in this commonwealth, for 
those of perpetual bondage elsewhere. 


In drawing up this report, our object has been prin- 


cipally directed to the means necessary for an explana- 
tion of the causes which led to the erroneous returns of 
the marshals; and we have, in making the investigation, 
ascertained them to be, as we think, such as are set forth 


in the preceding pages, and which we will, in conclu- 


sion, briefly recapitulate: 


First: The illegal manner in which the grand children 
of the registered slaves of 1780, were held to service 
for twenty-eight years, in some parts of Pennsylvania, 
until the decision of the Supreme Court put a stop to it, 
in 1826. 

Secondly: The practice along our southern borders, 
of buying slaves, born out of the state, from persons 
who manumit them in Pennsylvania. ; 

Thirdly: The mode in which the census was taken, 
and which classes slaves, children ard others, who are 
only held to service for a comparatively short period; 
after which they, and their offspring born in this state, 
become free for ever. 

It will be gratifying to your committee, if they shall 
have been at all instrumental in removing the imputa- 
tion, to which Pennsylvania seemed obnoxious, by the 
official act of the two marshals; and thus exonerating 
her from the stigma of fostering in her bosom, as it 
would appear by the census, a nursery of slaves. It is 
an opprobium that nearly affects the character of the 
state; and is not the less injurious, because it is unde- 
served. The honor of our citizens, collectively and in- 
dividually, is concerned in having it wiped away; and 
your committee flatter themselves, that by adopting this 
their investigation, which they respectfully and with 
great deference submit to the Senate, an official denial 
of the imputation may be considered as flowing from 
that act of approval and adoption. 





CLEARFIELDTOWN, Feb, 14. 


Internal Improvement—Philipsburg.—We under- 
stand, that the whole of the stock has been subscribed 
to the Philipsburg rail road. The important part of 
the work has been effected by the liberal and enter- 
prising spirit of the proprietor of that town, who, we 
understand, has taken a large portion of the stock him- 
self. This grand link in the chain of internal improve- 
ment, will place Phiiipsburg in a situation far superior 
to any other inland town in Pennsylvania. This we are 
warranted in saying, from the mineral wealth that is 
daily developing itself in its neighborhood. Bitumi- 
nous coal, of the best quality, is in abundance in al- 
most eyery hill; iron ore is being discovered in large 
quantities. The manufacture of fire-proof bricks 
(which are said to be of superior quality) is now in 
successful operation not far from Philipsburg; earth 
has also been discovered for the manufacture of stone 
ware; and, we have been informed by Mr. Wells, of 
Beccaria township, that he has discoyered plaster on 
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his land, which, on trial, has proved to be good. Tak- 
ing into consideration all the natural advantages the 
God of nature has placed in the vicinity of Philipsburg, 
we cannot for a moment doubt, that ere long, it will 
rise to an importance not inferior to any inland town in 
the United States. It has every advantage nature can 
bestow to facilitate manufactures of almost every de- 
scription. 





From the Pennsylvania Inteligencer. 
COAL AND LIME. 


Many of our farmers are not aware of the advantages | 
of using anthracite coal in burning lime. The annexed | 
letter communicates valuable information on this - 
ject, and therefore the favor of a publication in your 
useful paper, is requested, The abundance of limestone 
in Pennsylvania, and the great utility, and increasing de 
mand for lime, for the purposes of agriculture, render 
the use of coal in burning it, of the greatest importance. 

Especially, it is highly interesting to all the old settled 
counties where timber is becoming dear, and where coal 
can readily be supplied by our canals and rail roads, It 
will be perceived that both coal and firewood are cheap 
where the letter is written. 

“Dp » February 14, 1833, | 

“Sir—Mr. J—— M is not at home, but in answer | 
to your query, reply, that you may depend upon the | 
following statement: 

**To burn one hundred bushels lime will 
require halfa ton of coal, according to the 








method now used, say at $3 per ton, $1 50 
**To burn the same quantity will require 

two cords wood, at $1 75, 3 50 
**So that in burning 700 bushels lime, 

there would be a saving of two dollars in 

every hundred bushels, making 14 00 | 


**so well convinced am I, and I believe J. M t 
Esq. of the truth of the above, that we without hesita- 
tion, prefer the use of coal, and I burn annually great 
quantities of lime. 

*‘Another advantage is, that by burning with coal, we 
can keep on hand a constant supply of lime; whereas, 
by using wood, we cannot do so; because when the kiln | 
is burned with wood, the lime must be all hauled off! 
before we can renew,but by using coal we can continue | 
burning and hauling at the same time. ! 

Yours, sincerely, | 
- M— S —. | 








**To 








“Harrisburg,”’ 
Easton, (Pa.) March 1. 
Somerntnc New.— We witnessed a few days ago at 

the Swan Tavern of Mr.John Burt of this place, some- | 
thing which certainly deserves to be recorded among 
the inventions and discoveries of the present day. Mr. 
B. has succeeded in the profitable desideratum of mak- 
ing his fire pay for itself, by burning coal and limestone 
together, in nearly equal parts. The fire must be kin- 
dled in the morning with pure coal, but through the day 
rather more limestone than coal is used. He thus saves 
several bushels of coal per week, and procures several 
bushels of lime. The process in stoves of the common 
construction is rather troublesome, as the lime must be 
taken out soon after it is thoroughly burnt, but Mr, B. 
hopes to construct a stove or cellar furnace which will 
answer a better purpose. To all appearances the 
stove emitted as much caloric as when filled with pure 
coal—the cylinder was as usual, in a red heat. 





Tae Weatuen.—A milder winter than the present 
has been, thus far, has not been experienced in so high 
latitude, for many years. About two weeks since, we 
had a fall of snow barely sufficient to make passable 
sleighing, for two‘or three days. At the same time the 
bay was frozen over so as to furnish fine sport for the 
skaters, The snow however disappeared in the early 











part of last week, and the ice a few days after, The 
weather has assume d all the genial warmth of April; 
shop doors are thrown open; the roads are as mufidy as 
can be desirable; no body comes to market, and the 


mails generally ‘‘arrive when they get here.”—Erie Ob- 
server. 





_ Sunday Schools in Pottsville—There are at present 
in this place four Sunday Schools in successtul operation, 
a detailed view of which is presented in the following 





statement. 
Scho- Teach Library 
lars. ers. worth 
A Presbyterian School 
containing 150 30 $65 00 
Methodist do 150 25 100 00 
Roman Catholic 75 5 
Episcopal 100 12 35 00 
475 72 $200 00 


Miner’s Journal. 





Diep, at Litiz, Columbia, the 16th Feb., after a short 
illness, the Rev. Abraham Reinke, in the 80th year of 
his age—a zealous and esteemed minister of the Gospel, 
of the church of. the United Brethren, who during a 
clerical career of 50 years, has served at different pe- 
riods the congregations of that church at Litiz, Naza- 
reth, Lancaster, York, Pa. and Hope, N. J, 





Mr. Henry Grubb recently died suddenly in Upper 
Dublin township, Montgomery county, at the age of 


| 100 years 10 months and 9 days. 





-THE REGISTER. 
PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 9, 1833, 








There has been fine ‘sleighing during the whole of 


| thisweek. A fall of snow on Tuesday night, added a 
| few inches in depth to what had previously fallen. 


The 
mildness of the weather for the last two days is causing 
the snow to disappear rapidly. The Delaware has been 
so much obstructed by floating ice as to impede the na- 
vigation for a few days. 





The Senate have rejected the bill to call a Convention 
to amend the Constitution. 





During the last week a service of plate has been pre- 
sented to his Honor, the Mayor, in consideration of his 
benevolent exertions during the Cholera in the Arch 
Street Prison—and on Thursday, pieces of plate were 
presented by the Mayor, agreeably to resolutions of 
Councils, to the physicians-in-chief, of the Hospitals, 
during the Cholera. We have not roomat present for 
the addresses, &c. 





In the present number will be found Mr. Breck’s re- 
port on the alleged increase of the slaves in our state as 
represented by the census, The error, we think, is 
satisfactorily accounted for, In Vol, IX. page 270, will 
be found some other remarks and calculations on this 
subject. 





Hon, Joel B. Sutherland has been appointed by the 
Governor, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, under 
the new law passed at the present session of the Legis- 
lature, 


